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A Circulary Letter from the Agents General of 


the Clergy of France, Written by the Kings 


Ocder to my Lords the Arch-Biſhops and 
Biſhops of the Realm, 


My Lord , 

Aving received from M Ly Lord Arch Biſhop of Paris, 
H the K ings Orders for the Aſſembling mm the Arch- 
Biſhoprick My Lords the Arct-Diſhops and * Bi- 
ſhops that were in Paris 3 We bave accordingly jo done in the 
nſjual manner, Ton will underſtand, My Lord , by the 
' Copy of the Verbal proofs which we ſend you, all that Las 
paſſed in the Aſſembly you will therein ſee the Kings Interti- 
ons, and His Majeſties carriage ſo full of Eſteem and diſtin- 
Tien towards the Clergy of France. He did not content him- 
Self with imparting the preſent Aﬀairs to the Prelats now 
about his perſon, His Majeſty would needs honour with the 
ſame Grace all thoſe of clis Kingdom in particular, Ordering 
ws to give you an Account of all that has paſſed, and accord- 
ingly to ſend you the As of them. It is nith great joy, My 
Lord , that we acquit our ſelves of this duty, and lay hold on 

this Occaſion to aſſure you, that we are with profound IKeſpe&, 

My Lord, 
Your Moſt Humble and Moſt Obedi- 
ent Servants, the Agents General 
of the Clergy of France. 


The Abbot de VILLARS. 
The Abbot PHILYPEAUX, 


Paris this 2d. of 
OFober, 1688. 
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Proceedings of the French Clergy againſt 
the Coutt of Rome, or, As of the 
Aſſembly of My Lords the Arch- 
Biſhops and Biſhops that were at Pa- 
ris, held by the Kings Order in. the 
Arch-Biſhoprick ; on. Thurlday the 
3oth. of the Month. of Sepremb, 1688; 


N the Year One Thouſand Six Hundred Eighty nb 
. Eight,onthe 3othaand laſt day of September, My % 
Lords the Arch-Biſhops-and Biſhops: that were- 
at 'Paris on Concerns of their Diocefſes, having 
by the Kings Order been Convened-in the uſual: 
| Manner,and according'to the Regulations of the 
Glergyxhey repaired about ro a Clock in the Morning to» 
the Palace of the Meſt: Hluſtrious and Moſt: Reverend 
Lord Mcfhre Francis de Harlay Arch-Biſhop of Paris,, 
Duke and Peer of France, Commander of His Majeſties 
Qrders,' Provoſt of Svrborze, Superiour of the Houſe of: 
Navarre, the Moſt Ancient of the Prelats in this City. 
The Moſt Illuftrious and Moſt Reverend: Lords Meffires: 
Chables anrice le Tellier, A\rch-Biſhop Duke of Feimes,. 
Firſt Peer of France, Legat.. born of the Holy Apoſtolical! 
A. 3 Sce- 


, 
See, Primate of *Belgick Gaul, Charles Ie Goux dela 
*Berchere Biſhop of Lavaur, Nominated by the King to 
the Arch-Biſhoprick of AMlby, Daniel de Cofmac Biſhop of 
Valence and Die, Nominated by His Majeſty to the Arch- 
Biſhoprick of Aix, Denis Sayguin Bilhop of Sexlis, Touſ- 
ſain de Forbin de Janſon Bilnop Count de *Beauvais, 
Peer of France, Francis de Clermont de Tonnere Biſhop 
Count de Noyor, Peer of France, eMatthew Thoreau 
Biſhop of Dol, Francis Neſmond Biſhop of *Bayenx. 
Anthony Francis de * Berthier — of Rieux. James 
Secgrier Biſhop of N(iſmes, Francis * Battaitler. Biſhop of 
"Bethlehem, Lewis Anne Aubert de Velleſerin Biſhop and 
Lord of Senez, *Paul Philip de Chaumont Biſhop of Aix. 
"Peter du Laurens Bilbop of * Bellay, Peter de, 1a * Brone 
Biſhop of eMirepoix, Humbert Ancelin Bilhop of Tulles. 
Jean Baptiſt & Eſtrees Biſhop Duke of Laon, Peer of 
France, Lewis Marcel de Coulogon Eilbop of S. Brjeux. 
1 ewis Foſeph Adheymar de Monteil de Grignan Biſhop of 
Carcaſſoune, Charles *Benigne Herve, Nominated to the 
Biſhoprick of Cap Fares de Mareiz, Nominated to 
the Biſhoprick of Kiez, Charles de' Villeneuve de Vence 
Nominated to the Biſhoprick of Glardeve, Vitor Angu- 
flin de Mailly, Nominated to the Biſhoprick of Lavanr, 
Henry de Neſmond,Nominated to the Biſhoprick of Mon 
tauban, And Peter Francis de Beauvou Nominated to the 
Biſhoprick of Sarlat, 

All having in the uſual manner taken their Places ac- 
cording to their Ranks, the Preſident, My Lord Arch- 
Biſhop of *Paris,did,as is Cuſtomary, offer up the Pray- 
er of, the Holy Ghoſt 3 after which the Abbot de Va/ars, 
Agent; being at the Bar, ſaid. | 
ay, My 
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eMy Lords, 

Having received from my Lord Arch-Biſhop of *Pariz, 
the Kings Orders for the Convening you in the Arch- 
Biſhoprick : We have accordingly performed them in 
the wonted marner with all poſſible diligence. The 
ſame Orders, My Lords, Engage us to give your Lord- 
ſhips an Account of two Ads, which His. Majeſty out of 
the (ſingular eſteem He has for your Perſons, is willing to 
impart to you. The firſt is a Letter which His Majeſty 
Writ to my Lord Cardinal 4 Cfirees on the 6th. of Sep- 

tember , 1688. on occaſion of the preſent poſture of 
' Aﬀairs, And the ſecond is an Att of Appeal pur in to 
the future General Council, by the Attorney General of 
the ' Parliament on the Twenty ſeventh of September, 
in the ſame Year 5 which AQ His Majeſty thought not 
convenient to make publick till after having Communi- 
cated it to you. If your Lordſhips think it fitting, be 
pleaſed to allow me the Honour of Reading to-you both: 
thoſe Acts. 


After which my Lord Arch-Biſhop of Paris. order- 
ed the Abbot De Villars to read the Ads newly men-- 
tioned which he accordingly performed ; and that 
being over, My Lord Arch-Biſhop of *Paris ſpoke in: 
the manner following, 


eMy Lord " 


The King Commanded me to (ignifie to your- 
Agents that you ſhould meet in this Place, that fo- 
in Quality of Ancient. 1 might acquaint you with: 


" 1-903 
the Confidence His Majeſty is pleasd to Honour you 
withal in the preſent JunQure -of Aﬀairs. You may 
have underſtood by the Letter His Majeſty writ to 
the Cardinal D'Eftree's the poſture of Aﬀairs at this 
time, ' and the Juſt and Reaſonable Diftdence His 
Majeſty entertains of the Popes Intentions, who could 
not be prevail'd upon by all the Submiſſions he has 
paid him, not only as Eldeſt Son of the Church, 
which re{pe&ts the Common Father of Chriſtians , 
but likewiſe as a Prince endowed with an Exemplary 
Piety, fo as to omit no manner of means for the gain- 
ing His Aﬀection. 


Nevertheleſs, My Lords, The Kings moſt Faithful 
Servants are now perſwaded that Our Holy Father has 
worn His Majcfty out of all Patience, and has left no 
Room to queſtion his Entire Paitiality for and Favour 
to the molt declared Enemies of Ris Crown. 


This induc'd him to ſend His Orders to the Cardi- 
nal D' Eftree's at Rome, and here to permit the At- 
torney General of the Parliament to put in an Appeal 
to the Future General Council of the Grievances ſuffer- 
ed or to be ſuffered in the time of this Popedome, 
and the more fince the Pope's late Condudt affords 
Reaſonable Matter for Apprebenfion to that Worthy 
Magilirate that Our Holy Father the Pope will con- 
tinue the ſame Meaſures in the Proceſs of theſe Afﬀairs. 


And 
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And this, My Lords, to the intent that if His Holy- | 


neſs ſuffered himſelf to be led away by his Prepoſſeſſions | 


ſo far as to Employ the Spiritual Arms of the Church 
to the Prejudice of His Majeſties Subjets and Domi- 


nions, the Attorney General might by this A& put a : 
ſtop to all the Eccleſiaſtical Proceedings of a = | 
o ; 


incenſed againſt Frarcez and that the Appeal to t 


Future General Council, which, according to our Fun- | 
damental Maximes, is own'd Superiour to all Eccleſi- | 


aſtical Eſtate and Perſon without Exception, even of 


that of the Pope, might —_ all the EffeQs of his | 


II-WHIL or render them ineffectual. 


My Official has given an AQ of this Appeal to the 
Attorney General, who required it at the Tribunal of 
my Juriſdiction z Where this Magiſtrate did likewiſe 
demand of him Letters called: Apotres, for the pro- 
ſecuting this Appeal in Time and Place. 


The King, My Lords, does not queſtion but that 
you will with Satisfaction underſtand the Wiſe Pre- 
caution of this Eccleſiaſtical Proceeding, which rein- 
courages the moſt timorous Conſciences,puts matters into 
a Regular Courſe z nay, .and prevents the Troubles 
which His Majeſty indeed could otherwiſe diſperſe 
by the Power and Juſtice of his Armes. 


But he expetts from your Zeal and Fidelity, that 
you will in your Dioceſſes employ your Inſtruftions 
and Solicitudes for the making His SubjeQs underſtand 
the Prudence and AT M4 of His ConduQ. = 

is 


| 

% 
I 
, 


k 
? 
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His Majeſty is, perſivaded that knowing perfeQly as 
you do, the difference there 1s betweeh a Difpure of 
Religion and a Watre putely Temporal, you will be 
able to remove the Alarms of the moſt ſcrupulous 
Perſons, and diſpel! the Effets of the Malignity of 
thoſz that ſhould entertaih, the worſt Intentiotis to His 
Service, and the Qiniet of the State. 


The King has further Conmanded me to give his 
Orders to your Agents to make His Intentions known 
to our Abſent Brethren; Who notwithſtandipg their 
diſtance, will by this means partake in the Hofiour he 
Vouchſafes us at this time. | 


Further, His Majeſty does not doubt "but that you 
will employ your Prayers that the Peace tnay become 
General to all Chriftexdozt, arid that there may be a 
good Underſtatiding between our Holy Father the 
Pope and the King, in Order to which ſo many Ad- 
vances have been made by His Majelty. 


His Majeſty on his part will omit nothing that is iy 
and Reaſonable for the bringing about this Deſign. 
And He has reaſon to Hope, that being upheld by his 
own Valour and your Zeal, God will hear his Vowes, 
and abundantly blefs His Intentions and Piety. | 


After this Diſourſe, the Company with a Common 
and Urianimous. Voice entreated My Lord Arch-biſhop 
of *Payismoſt humbly to thank His Majeſty for the Hon- 
Our he did them in imparting to them what was done and 
- occurr'd 


(1) 
occurr'd in the important. Afﬀairs. contained». the, Acts 
which had been newly read, being. not aþle.to do bet- 
ter at this time than 'to ackrioiwiledge this favour by 
Vowes, That it would pleaſe.God to inſpire the Pope 
in this Occaſion with Sentiments of Peace by Eul ogies 
of the Kings Picety, by moſt humble Thanks: and Ac- 
knowledgements, and reſpe&ttul Applauſes on His Ma- 
jeſties Wiſe Conduit. Given at Paris 611 the day and 
year above-mentioned. 


—— 


F Francis Arch-biſhop of Paris Preſident. 
+ Charles Maurice Biſhop, Duke of Reims. 


+ Charles Biſhop of Levarr, nominated Arch-biſhop 
of Atby. | | 


+ Daniel de Coſnrac Biſhop and Count of Valence & Die, 
nominated Biſhop of Ax. 


+ Denis Sarguin Biſhop of Serlis. 

+ Toxſaint Biſhop and Count de "Bearvair, 

+ Francis Biſhop of Bajerx. 

Þ Francis de Clermont Biſhop, Count de N(oyon- 
+. Antoine Francis Biſhop of Riexx, 

F Mathieu Biſhop of Dol. 

F Segnier Biſhop of I(iſmes. 

+ Francois Biſhop of Bethleeme. 
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+ Lowis Anne Biſhop of Senez, 

+ Paul Philippe Biſhop of 4cqs 
+ Pierre Biſhop of *Belley. 

+ Pierre Biſhop of Mbrepoix. 

+ Humbert Biſhop of Tulles. 

Þ+ Jean dEftree's Biſhop, Duke of Laon: 

+ Louis Marcel d'Coetlogon: Biſhop of St. Brienx. 
+ Lois Foſeph d' Grignan Biſhop of Carcaſſonne. 

Þ Charles Benigne Herve nominated Biſhop of Gop: 

+ Jacques des Mareſts nominated Biſhop of Kiez. y; 


F- Charles de Villeteas we Vence nominated Biſhop of 
Glandeve. 


+ Vigor Auguſtin nominated Biſhop of Lazavr. | 
T Henry de Neſmond nominated Biſhop of Montaubar. 
Þ Pierre Fr. de *Beauvay nominated Biſhop of Sarlat. | 


By the faid Lords, 
The Abbot de Villars*Agent General of the Clergy of | 
France, «ud Secretgry of the Aſſembly. 


